Trailer Launching Guide

LAUNCHING AND RECOVERY

Before Leaving Home

CAR PREPERATION

The last thing you want is to set out only to break down on route.  Remember, when towing your car is subject to additional strains (carry out the same checks for the trailer).

1. Has you car recently been serviced?

2. Do the Electric’s on the tow hitch work?

3. Are your tyres correctly inflated?

4. Is your Oil and water at the correct levels?

5. Have you filled up with fuel?

JOURNEY PREPERATION

1. Do you know exactly where you are going, have you got a map and the directions?

2. Do you have refreshments for the journey, there could be traffic jams.

3. If you have children in the car do you have activities for them to keep them occupied?

4. If it’s a long journey have you planned breaks, or to share the driving?

5. Does anybody know where you are going and what time you wil return?

BOAT PREPERATION

1. Does the battery work?

2. Does the boat start, check before you leave?

3. Do you have the necessary safety equipment (flares, life jackets, oars etc)?

4. Do you have all the necessary accessories (sails, ropes, charts etc.)?

5. Have you got the keys for the engine and any trailer locks?

FINALLY

Reversing a trailer down the ramp is not something you can learn about in or pick up just by watching other, you have to try it and practice.  A crowded ramp on a Sunday morning is probably not the best place to be your practice ground. Try reversing in an empty car park or driveway – take lessons if they are available, your local club will probably have someone who can help

Launching your Trailered Boat

Contrary to what many people think or observe when watching somebody else try and launch their boat, launching AND retrieving to a trailer is not difficult.  But a few basic rules will make it even easier and somewhat less embarrassing (we have all witnessed someone making a real hash at launching and there always seems to be a crowd watching).  Remember that launching and retrieving your boat are the start and end to your days sailing – good or bad, it’s down to preperation!

The Slipway is where your day-out starts and finishes, as with anything, Planning and Preperation are the key factors to your success.

PLANNING

Your FIRST step is to identify a suitable slipway – check out www.boatlaunch.co.uk for a very comprehensive list.  What do we mean by suitable? Check the following

1. Will your trailer fit the slipway, both width and length?

2. Is the slipway suitable for your vehicle, some are very slippery and steep even for a 4x4, it has been know for a car and trailer to slide down the slipway with all wheels locked.
  Better still, chock your wheels.

3. At what states of the tide is the slip usable, some only have very short periods before drying out, others have use at all states of the tide, remember you will need to recover your boat as well as launch.

4. Is there suitable, safe, parking.

5. Is there somewhere to moor whilst you park your car and trailer (essential if you are on your own, or will your mate have to sail around and return for you (if this is the case you will get wet whilst you wade out to the boat).

6. Is the slip actually available on the date you intend to use it? Do you have to pre-book? PHONE FIRST

7. BEFOR you launch check the boat for sea worthiness AND that it starts!

PREPERATION

Having arrived safely at the slipway, take some time to familiarise yourself with the area and to have a break

1. Is the slipway actually suitable for your trailer or car?

2. Let your wheel bearings cool before entering the water, water and hot bearing do not mix and could result in permanent and expensive damage.

3. Watch someone else launch, is there a cross-tide, how far into the water can you reverse?

4. Take a good look at the condition of the slip, is it clear or does it have any obstructions or damage? Is it slippery?

5. Who is going to do what? Who is going to launch, who is going to park, how will they get onto the boat after parking.

6. Where are you going park when you have launched.

7. Pay any fees applicable, for both launching and parking if appropriate (if you get clamped you can’t recover your boat).

8. Is there an assisted launch service available, ideal if going across sand or mud and will save you time on parking.

You should have everything you need in your boat, or on your person, BEFORE you put your trailer on the slipway (other uses won’t want to wait while you load up)

1. Do you have sufficient fuel?

2. Have you let someone (other than someone with you, know where you are going and when you will be back?

3. Remove the Boat cover, Trailer board and Prop bag.

4. Remove safety straps off the rear of the boat if you use them (DO NOT remove the bow to trailer securing rope yet).

5. Put the keys in the ignition and the kill cord in place. (also carry a spare on your person, if you lose one at least you can get home)

6. Check the GPS, VHF radio and Mobile Phone are all charged and working.

LAUNCHING

There are no prizes for rushing to get into the water, take your time and be safe, with the boat still securely attached to the trailer, to launch choose the appropriate method from those below.  The most important thing is safety, choose a method that your are happy with and that works for you;

1. If the slipway is suitable for your car and is not too slippery or steep Reverse the trailer down the slipway, ideally with someone watching you, until the your engine is in the water to a sufficient depth to cover the water cooling inlets.

OR

2. You may prefer to unhitch the trailer from the car and lower it to the water by means of a long strong length of rope.  With one end attached to the car and the other to the trailer slowly release the rope to gradually lower the trailer (use the tow ball as a pulley guide).  This will avoid the risk of your car sliding into the water, but remember the trailer and boat are heavy and will need care and strength to lower down the ramp until the your engine is in the water to a sufficient depth to cover the water cooling inlets.

3. Lower your engine, checking there are no obstructions below, and start.  If possible bring to normal operating temperature to ensure there are no issues, if everything is OK switch off and raise the engine in readiness for launch.  If there are any issues end you trip now - don’t risk launching if there are signs of the slightest of problems.

4. If you have not already done so, untie all securing straps except the bow to trailer strap.

2 Person Launch (1 in the boat, 1 on shore)

1. If you have a Roller Trailer release the winch lock and hopefully the boats floats off the trailer, if not it may need a slight bounce or push to release it from the trailer.  Start the engine, release the winch hook from the boat and drive away.

2. If you have a Carpet Bunk Trailer and the boat feels like it is stuck to the trailer start with the trailer wheels just in the water and smartly (not too fast) reverse the car and trailer into the water and hit the brakes. Your boat should glide off the trailer.

In either case if the boat doesn’t come off the trailer, have you released ALL straps?

For a 1 person launch, in both cases attach a long rope between the boat and trailer so that you can pull the boat back to shore in order to tie to moorings whilst you park.

NOTE: you may need to adjust your launching technique according to the state of water (slack or current), it is suggested that the winch hook is always attached until you are ready to drive away, this is particularly important where there are currents to contend with.  When using the winch be careful not to lose grip.  If you do, let the winch go until it stops, do NOT try and stop it yourself – it is spinning with considerable force and will cause injury.

RECOVERY

Like launching there are no prizes for the quickest recovery, take your time and be safe, if necessary try more than once until you are happy with the approach.

You will have to either put someone ashore to get the car or tie up to a mooring, in either case when the trailer has been reversed into position choose the appropriate method below;

1. For a roller style trailer, reverse the trailer until the trailer wheels hubs are just above the water and slowly drive the boat up to the trailer and with the engine just ticking over clip the trailer winch strap onto the boat. Turn the engine off and winch the boat onto the trailer.

2. With a carpet type trailer, the trailer will need to be put deeper into the water and you will have to actually drive the boat onto the trailer. 

In both cases the approach should be at just a few knots, any faster and you risk damaging the boat trailer or both.  Alternatively instead of driving onto the trailer you can drive up to it and throw a line to shore for someone to pull the boat onto the trailer (this is hard work).

If you are recovering in a current take this into account.  Whether it is best to approach from up stream and drift down to the trailer governing your speed using reverse, or to approach from downstream using the current to govern you speed of approach will depend on the situation, your experience and strength of current.  If in doubt ask the locals before even launching.

Before pulling off in the car make sure the boat is securely attached to the trailer, by more than one strap and at more than one point.

ALL the points, advice and suggestions above are given in good faith and intended as a guide only, as such they are given without any liability to the writer or associated parties.
Should this happen slowly release the brakes until the wheels started to turn and then very gently re-apply them.








